
 

Do you want to win 

Attendance & 50/50 

prizes? 

Don’t let somebody else  

score a brass locomotive 

with the cash  

from the winning prize! 

You must be present to win! 

Governors Family Night 

have restart September 7!  

Have a story you want to share? 

Share your account at the meeting! 

Or publish it in our newsletter! 

Let us know by September25, 2017 

Email secretary Paul Lodge 

See back page for contact info . . . 
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DONATIONS .  .  .  

Bottles for Basics (B4B) 

 Total Last Year  $ 712.00 

       YTD $205.00 

       Last month:  $ 77.00 

Used Printer Cartridges 

  Total Last Year  $ 350 

        YTD: $ 52.00 

        Last month:  $ 28.00  

 

Why donate to Great Falls?  

• Your donations are a perfect way to 

expedite your FALL cleaning!  

• Donations help keep dues low. Low 

dues = More members. 

• Save time and effort with our 

bottle dropoff;  Avoid waiting in line 

at a redemption center! 

At the Seventh Annual 

Train Fest on Saturday, August 

19, about thirty-five club mem-

bers helped for all or part of the 

day. They sold tickets, ran 

games, supervised visitors deco-

rating cookies, operated G, N, 

and HO scale trains, and sold 

surplus inventory in the Company 

Store.  As usual, most of the 

visitors came as a result of see-

ing the signs put out by Jerry Johnston and Ed Webb.  

This was the first time at the club for many of the 

guests.  Several regular visitors came to see the 

progress that has been made on the layouts.  This 

year the Train Fest was open for just one day and we 

did better financially then we had done in two days in 

the past, including sales in the Company Store that 

totaled nearly $250.   Although the total attendance of 

about 110 adults and 50 children seemed low, they 

enjoyed the layouts and activities.  

Families 

were given 

a sheet of 

paper for 

“The Great 

Balloon 

Chase” 

scavenger 

hunt.  Peo-

ple went to 

all the 

rooms in 

the building 

to find the 

laminated 

hot air bal-

loons listed 

on the scav-

enger hunt 

paper.  

When they 

finished, 

children 

were given a “hot air” Governor’s Balloon with a 

Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup in the attached basket. 

Train Time shows ran on the television set in the 

meeting room throughout the day.  While children 

played with the toys on the nearby play rug or with 

the Brio layout, parents watched their children and 

the Train Time shows. 

  Pictures were taken during the day by Neva 

McBride to be used for Uncle Andy’s Digest and the 

club’s newsletter and the monthly Power Point pres-

entation.  Dick Clark got some great shots of the G-

Gauge layout, including his Sandy River & Great 

Members since June 1988 

A Successful SEVENTH ANNUAL TRAIN FEST ! 
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Involve friends & relatives  

Meetings demonstrate how  

Hobbies impart schedules 

 

 

“Better three hours too soon 

than a minute too late.” 

- - William Shakespeare 

 

Lakes consist tribute to Wally Chase and 

his Great Northern memorial consist 

tribute to Tom Coulombe. 

Tickets were sold at the door so that 

children could play the “Roundhouse 

Roulette” and “Balloon Bag Toss” games 

and decorate cookies shaped like hot air 

balloons.  A special thanks to Nancy 

Weeks and Beverly Spofford (Frances 

Lodge’s sister) for making the cookies 

and to Rick James for making the frost-

ing.  About 

twenty-five of the 

children became 

“Guest Engi-

neers” on the 

extensive HO 

layout, which 

operated well on 

this summer’s 

ongoing renova-

tions. 

Club mem-

bers enjoyed the lunch provided by Jerry Johnston and 

Nancy Weeks.  Some club members also brought food 

to be shared by the members who came to help run 

the successful Train Fest.  Chocolate chip cookies 

provided by Governor’s Restaurant were available for 

sale to event visitors and club helpers.  After the show, 

about ten club members went to Governor’s Restau-

rant for the traditional after-event gathering. 

Thank you to everyone who came to make this 

event a success again. 

 

By Paul Lodge 
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Maine Model RR 

Tour 

September 16, 2017 

Club members can help with fund-raising by 

spreading the word that the Great Falls Model Rail-

road Club truck is for sale.  This is a 1997 Chevy, 

Model 3500, with six tires and two axles, which has 

been driven for 133,000 miles.  The gross weight is 

11,000 pounds.  It has a 5.7 liter (351 cubic inch) 

engine and uses gas rather than diesel fuel.  The 

tires, drive train, engine, and transmission are all 

good.  It has a new starter and battery.  The frame 

needs two cross members reinforced or replaced in 

order to pass inspection.  Jerry Johnston has parked 

the truck at the end of the driveway on Brighton Hill 

Road in Minot and there is a For Sale sign on it.  For 

more information, call Jerry Johnston at 207-966-

2932. 

By Jerry Johnston 

Coulombe's Barn and Club 

Storage Shed 

With the installation of the new GFMRRC storage 

shed, we mark the end of a long era of service to the 

club.  For twenty years or more, former club Treasurer 

Tom Coulombe and his wife Carmen have allowed the 

club to store surplus assets, layout materials, building 

supplies, club equipment, the club truck and a number of 

other things in their barn and on their property.  This was 

not always a visual or functional improvement to the barn 

or the property.   We are grateful to Tom and Carmen for 

this long-term contribution to the club that allowed us 

opportunities we otherwise might not have had. 

The new storage shed at the railroad club hopefully 

marks an improvement to the self-sufficiency of the club.  

The storage shed, built by Hill View Mini Barns of Sabat-

tus, was delivered and installed on August 18 in the deck 

area near the ramp entrance to the club.  The shed met 

our every expectation. It was well constructed and at a 

very reasonable price. It was tricky to place the shed in 

the correct position, but they got it done.  Club members 

were very impressed at the way the driver manipulated 

the special trailer to install the shed. The trailer was state 

of the art, and Thunder McBride said it did everything but 

fly.  The driver had the shed installed in very little time 

and it was not an easy install.  He even gave us a hand 

with the initial leveling. 

Owen Buck, Larry Cannon, Chip Faulter, Whitethun-

der McBride and Ed Webb helped with the work of install-

ing the shed and loading it with boxes of excess inventory 

and the portable layout racks for the club modules.  Most 

of the boxes had at one time been stored in Tom’s barn.  

The layout racks and many of the boxes had been tempo-

rarily stored in the club house, where they limited the 

available space for club events.  Other boxes that had 

previously been moved from the club truck are also in the 

new storage shed.   

 

By Larry Cannon and Paul Lodge 

Come share 

your projects & tools  

 at our  

Modeler’s Forum 

The Modelers Forum will continue to meet through-

out the summer on the fourth Thursday of each month, 

starting at 7 p.m.  All members of the Great Falls Model 

Railroad Club are invited to come to share modeling 

techniques, projects and ideas.  Experienced modelers 

and novices can all learn from each other. 

MODELERS FORUM 

GFMRRC TRUCK FOR  SALE 

The 2017 Maine Model Railroad Tour will be held on 

Saturday, September 16.   This year the free self-guided 

tour will be in coastal Maine, mostly in the US Route 

One Corridor between Brunswick and Rockland.  The 

tour will include a variety of model railroad layouts in 

different scales, gauges, states of construction, and 

styles of scenery. 

Anyone who wishes may visit the layouts.  There is 

no charge, and membership or pre-registration is not 

required.  As the date of the tour approaches, maps and 

detailed descriptions of the layouts will be posted on 

their website, mainemodelrrtour.com.  The organiz-

ers strongly urge all visitors to review these descriptions 

in advance to plan your itinerary and prioritize the lay-

outs that are of most interest to you so you will have 

more time to spend at those layouts.   

To maximize your model railroad experience, con-

sider carpooling with others.  You can talk "trains" while 

in the car and you can share observations while visiting 

the layouts.   



An avid golfer who enjoyed playing golf in 

the MDOT Twilight Golf League, he coached 

golf for Winthrop High School for four 

years.  He served as a volunteer instructor 

and president of the Central Maine adaptive 

ski program, which specializes in helping 

children and adults with various handicaps.  

When the opportunity arose to speak to 

groups about railroad safety, he became an 

Operation Lifesaver volunteer presenter. 

Jay often talked about his childhood in 

Hallowell and the model trains he had while 

there.  He liked to tell how he got involved 

in the Great Falls Model Railroad Club.  He 

had planned to go skiing at Sugarloaf with 

his two nephews, Christopher and Matthew.  

Because it was raining, they decided not to 

go.  Jay had heard there was a model train 

show in Augusta and they went to the show 

instead.  While there, Jay spoke with club 

members and learned about our model 

railroading course.  

 

 After taking the class in the fall of 1995, he 

became a club member in April 1996.  

Later, he helped teach the model railroad-

ing class.   

A commemorative locomotive with his 

name is being painted to honor the memory 

of Jay Calnan and the many years he de-

voted to the club.  As it runs on the Great 

Falls Model Railroad Club’s HO layout, it will 

be a reminder that at one time we had a 

special friend at the club called Jay Calnan.  

Jay’s enthusiastic and engaging personality 

will be missed by those of us who had the 

privilege of knowing and working with him. 
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MEETING MINUTES OF 

August 17, 2017 

A Power Point presentation of club activities 

in July and August was shown from 6:45 to 7:00 

p.m.  The slides also included a memorial tribute 

to Jay Calnan, who passed away on August 21.  A 

TRAIN TIME show before the meeting featured 

passenger trains on the St. Lawrence and Atlantic 

from Auburn to Bethel.   

Tony Donovan from the Maine Rail Transit 

Coalition talked about the initiative to run passen-

ger trains from Portland through Lewiston/Auburn 

to Montreal.  He spoke of the economic benefits 

to the state and especially to Lewiston/Auburn.  

He noted that the state has been asked to fund 

$400,000 and Lewiston/Auburn $50,000 each to 

get the ball rolling. 

President Whitethunder McBride asked for 

the minutes of the July meeting.  A motion was 

made and accepted to approve the Secretary’s 

report as published in the Signal. 

Owen Buck gave the Treasurer’s Report and 

noted that $5,000 was spent on the new storage 

shed.  The report was approved as given.  Owen 

added that the transition to the single month 

payment date for dues is coming along well.  In 

the future, all annual membership dues will be-

come payable on January 1.   

Librarian Ed Webb said he is still learning the 

computer system and that Terry King is being 

very helpful. 

Bob Willard reminded members that the Mod-

elers Forum will take place on August 23 and on 

the fourth Thursday of every month. 

Darin Long noted that the HO layout is ready 

for the Train Fest and that structures and build-

ings have been put back on the layout.  Renova-

tions will continue after the Train Fest, but the 

layout will be fully operational for club members 

and Guest Engineers at this event.  

President McBride reminded members that 

the new storage shed is to be delivered on Friday 

and that members are needed to help move 

items from inside the clubhouse into the shed. 

The club truck is now at the end of Jerry 

Johnston’s driveway in Minot with a “For Sale” 

sign on it.  A duplicate replacement title for the 

club truck has been received.  Larry Cannon will 

place the truck on Craig’s List. —> 

It was announced that new locks will be 

installed soon.  Keys will be given to those who 

need access to the building with the approval of 

the Executive Committee. 

A new Great Falls locomotive is being or-

dered and painted in memory of Jay Calnan.  

The cost of the locomotive is $300.  Mike Me-

serve started collecting donations for the loco-

motive at the meeting.  (NOTE:  As of the writ-

ing of this newsletter, the HO group had al-

ready reached their goal to cover the costs of 

the locomotive.) 

A Company Store manager is still needed, 

and Thunder McBride asked for volunteers. 

An “Incentive Program” was proposed by 

Larry Cannon.  The idea is to have a card 

(business card size) in which holes can be 

punched for time that members donate to 

working at the club.  Details are still being dis-

cussed. 

The end-of-the-meeting drawings were 

held.  Sandy Sondheim won the 50/50 raffle.  

Owen Buck won the Attendance Prize and took 

a mug. 

The meeting adjourned at 8 p.m. 

By Paul Lodge 

Jay Calnan passed away on Monday, Au-

gust 14, at Hospice House in Auburn.  He knew 

his battle with cancer was nearly over when he 

visited the Executive Committee meeting on 

Thursday, August 10.  At that time, he had 

hoped to be able to come to the club meeting 

on the following Thursday to say good-bye to 

other club members.  He will be missed for his 

humor, his enthusiasm, and his many contribu-

tions of time and energy to the railroad club. 

Jay had been an active member of the 

Great Falls Model Railroad Club since 1996.  He 

was a constant ambassador for the club and 

greeted everyone with a broad smile as he 

engaged them in conversation.  He attended all 

our train shows and special events and was 

often in charge of the Guest Engineer’s regis-

tration and badges.  Jay served on the Execu-

tive Committee, as Vice-President, and as Presi-

dent from 2014 to 2016.   

Jay was a volunteer and leader in many 

organizations.  As a lieutenant colonel in the 

U.S. Army and Army Reserves until he retired in 

1998, he had developed leadership skills which 

he transferred to the groups he helped.  He 

was a supervisor for the surveying crews of the 

Maine Department of Transportation.   

 

—> 

JAMES A. CALNAN, JR. 

1938 - 2017 

 



The S ign al  Page  4 

On Saturday, September 30, there will be a 

unique Model Rail and Hobby Show from 9 to 3 at 

the Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Railroad and 

the Phillips Area Community Center.  The steam 

train will be running on the SR&RL from 11 to 4, 

concluding with their annual Ghost Train at dusk.  

The railroad show coincides with the Sandy River 

Business Association’s annual Fall Fest.  Phillips is 

a beautiful small town located on the Sandy River 

between Farmington and Rangeley, within two 

hours of Lewiston-Auburn.    

The GFMRRC and 

several individual club 

members will be 

among the model 

railroad enthusiasts 

setting up static dis-

plays and operating 

layouts in the Phillips 

Area Community Cen-

ter on Depot Street.   

Members of our HO 

group will bring and 

run their modular 

layout.  Bob Willard 

will have his large 

point-to-point On30 

operating layout.  Ron 

Czaja has a 48” x 30” z-scale layout.  Benton, 

Kerry and Julie Hayes have created a portable n-

scale layout that will be operating for the first 

time at the Phillips Show; and they will have a 

collection of photos to show various stages in 

developing their layout.  Arthur Shean of the 

Maine Garden Railroad Society will have an 8’ x 

16’ G-scale layout. 

A number of vendors will be selling hobby-

related items in the Community Center, including 

Lionel and O-scale items and Sandy River Rail-

road memorabilia.  There will be food sales on 

site or at the train depot next door.   

The Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad 

is dedicated to the preservation and restoration 

of one of Maine’s original two-foot narrow gauge 

railroads.  Located in the mountainous region of 

Franklin County, the SR&RL was the longest of 

the five two-foot railways that once served the 

state. 

This train show is a great opportunity for a 

road trip to a scenic area of Maine within two 

hours of the Great Falls Model Railroad Club.  You 

can enjoy the model railroad displays, the town’s 

Fall Fest activities, and your ride on the Sandy 

River & Rangeley Lakes narrow gauge railroad. 

For more information, call Pam Matthews at 

639-2630 or use her email address 

pam15river@gmail.com 

By Sharon Barber 

For up to date 

Reports on our 

Activities… 

 

Visit our  

web page! 

 

See  

Facebook page  

And  

Web Site 

for posted pictures 

of club events  

Check out our 

Facebook page at: 

 

Great Falls Model 

Railroad Club  

SR&RL SHOW IN PHILLIPS 

ON SEPTEMBER 30 

The G-Gauge layout provides 

the first trains that people see as 

they come into the club for our 

special events.  With three trains running continuously on 

the layout and Thomas and Percy ready to roll on demand, 

the smiles at the Train Fest were many and broad.  Two 

special laminated hot air balloons on the wall were part of 

the Scavenger Hunt.  Between the sound of running trains 

and the Scavenger Hunt, almost every visitor came through 

the room.  Everyone was greeted by a friendly face as they 

entered, and their questions were answered by group mem-

bers.  Everything ran smoothly and there were no untimely 

events. 

Ken Nettleship’s day job kept him away from the Train 

Fest on Saturday, but he and Dick Clark spent a good deal 

of time on Friday cleaning track and getting the layout ready 

for the show.  John Middleton and Dick Clark manned the G-

Gauge layout for the entire day; Ray Parent and Dave Kier-

stead helped to get the day started and stayed as long as 

they could.  In addition to the club trains that were running, 

Dick Clark had brought a Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes 

consist which had formerly run on the Lewiston layout of 

club member Wally Chase.  Dick also had a special Great 

Northern consist with Conductor Tom Coulombe, a figure 

designed and made by Dick’s wife Sharon. 

John Middleton has been creating a plan for an Operat-

ing Session on the G-Gauge layout and had complained that 

the trains were not “running right hand” as is the custom in 

the U.S.  That means the trains running in opposite direc-

tions should pass left side to left side.  Before the Train Fest 

started, we tried to operate the train on Loop 1 (the outside 

loop) in the counterclockwise direction.  We discovered that 

there was an interference between a box car overhang, 

coming off the curve, and one of the posts on the Loop 3 

trestle.  This means that Ken will have to reposition or re-

move a couple of the trestle posts at the next work session.  

Clearances will have to be checked and corrected in both 

directions over the entire layout.  Although we did not use 

this system during the Train Fest, we had time to experi-

ment with the possibilities. 

These special events give us a good opportunity to 

share our hobby with visitors and to watch their reactions.  

It is amazing to see how familiar the children are with Tho-

mas the Tank Engine and Percy and how they respond 

when they see either one.  It’s almost as though Thomas 

and Percy are members of the child’s family. 

 

Train Fest Report  

G-Gauge Group 

mailto:pam15river@gmail.com 
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HO Report on Train Fest 

The Train Fest seemed to run pretty smoothly in all areas.  Both adults and 

children enjoyed the layouts.  "Thomas" and the G-Gauge were the favorites 

for the little kids and the HO seemed to be the most interesting for the older 

kids and adults.  Past visitors liked the work completed on the HO layout, and 

many of the adults discussed the details. 

 Attendance was a little on the low 

side but everyone had a good time.  Although 

there were fewer Guest Engineers than at past 

events, the layout seemed to be busy much of 

the time.  We had plenty of member participa-

tion for the adult engineers and a couple of our 

youth took people around the HO layout and 

explained things. 

 We had no issues with the new track 

that was laid down in Riverton. There were a 

few hiccups in the helix, but Roger Plummer 

spent some time working in that section and fine-tuning the rail for fewer de-

rails.  Darin Long still has one switch to finish, but this did not alter operations 

on the layout. There were no problems with the layout until the very end 

of the day. A mysterious short closed down the layout at 3:30.  Although peo-

ple were working on it until we left, it remained unsolved.  The HO group ex-

pects to have it fixed during the next work session on Wednesday night. 

 Some people asked questions about Jay Calnan and donations were 

made to his engine fund.  Many thought it was a neat way to honor a fallen 

member. 

 This weekend we will make any necessary repairs and finish track-

work on the double track project.  We plan to set up for an operating session 

on September 2 and return to the normal operating sessions twice a month. 

 Bryce, Dan Malkowski and I had a great trip into 

the Allagash on August 15-17 to see the abandoned locomo-

tives of the Eagle Lake & West Branch “trains to nowhere.” 

The weather was perfect and we were able to get a campsite 

at the west side of the Umbazooksus Stream. The North 

Maine Woods checkpoint has specific directions and signs into 

the train site.  

 The Allagash Wilderness Waterway has improved 

the road so hikers can drive right to the trailhead. The path is 

still rustic but easy to follow, and it takes about 30 minutes to 

walk in.  Bryce and Dan enjoyed the hike and the picnic 

lunch.  They were glad to have time to look around, explore, 

and examine the locomotives and the tramway.  Since both 

Bryce and Dan volunteer with the Wiscasset, Waterville and 

Farmington Railway, they had a chance to compare the size 

and characteristics of these locomotives with those at the 

WW&F. 

 The trains are located 60 miles north of Greenville, 

and we typically stop there on the way home.  At Greenville 

Junction, we took photos of the boys at the red caboose 

which volunteers take to various fairs and other sites in their 

campaign to “Save the Depot”, a restoration project for the 

nearby historic Greenville Junction Depot. 

By Nancy Weeks 

THE TRAIN TO NOWHERE 

This spring I had the idea to build an 

n-scale self-standing portable module to 

take to railroad club shows so people 

could see that model railroading can be 

done with even a limited space.  Like the 

n-scale room where my parents, Julie & Kerry Hayes, have been working with 

me at the railroad club, the idea quickly became a family project. 

  A former club member had recently donated to the club a module 

that we were able to use.  It had been stripped down and had only cork and 

track on it.  The first step was to figure out how many different things we could 

portray in a small area.  We wanted to have water - perhaps a pond, river and 

ocean.  We used sticks to build a beaver dam and added a camping area.  To 

create different scenes in a small old city, we included some businesses, road 

work with gravel and "tar", ballast, rocks and grass.  Artificial flowers formed a 

small flower garden in the park, which also had a statue and access to the rail-

road station.  Police supervised prisoners who were working on the garden and 

roads.  We had many more ideas, but often had to readjust to fit such a small 

space.  

 We are still working on the scenery and need to finish trees, shrubs, 

rocks, park fencing, flower garden and the last people in the next few weeks.  

As we have developed the portable layout, we have taken photos to show the 

stages of the building process.  We will display the pictures with the module at 

the railroad show in Phillips on Saturday, September 30. 

By Benton Hayes 

N-Scale Portable 

Layout 
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September 9 

Dick Clark’s Open House 

Greene, 10am-6pm 

September 16 

Maine Model RR Tour 

See article 

September 30 

Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes 

Railroad Show, Phillips 

 

November 4  

GFMRRC Annual Fall show,  

Mt. Ararat High School, Topsham 

 

November 18, 19, 24, 25 

     ExTRAINaganza at GFMRRC 

         

Please check web site or Facebook page 

 

1st Thursday of each month  -  5 to 7 PM 

Family Night at Governor’s Restaurant 

 

1st Saturday of each month  -  8 am to noon 

HO Operating Sessions,  

AND September 23 and October 21. 

 

2nd Thursday of each month  -  6:30 PM 

Executive Committee Meeting 

 

3rd Thursday of each month  -   6:45 PM  

Regular Monthly Club Meeting 

 

4th Thursday of each month  -  7 PM 

Modelers Forum  

 

Every Tuesday of each month - 6:30 to 7:30 PM 

Model RR Class  

 

HO Work Sessions  

Except for Operating Sessions and special 

events, work sessions are scheduled: 

 - Every Saturday  8:00 am to noon  

 - Every Wednesday  6:00 pm - 8:00 PM 
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